Vol. 13, No. 


Published twice monthly 


MICHIGAN 


MAR 1956 


PUBLIC HEALTH 


March 


CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE LOCAL HEALTH OFFICERS—PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


HAROLD CHOPE, M.D., Director, San Mateo County Department Health and Welfare, and 
1955 President, California Conference Local Health Officers 


THE BACKWARD LOOK 


Hindsight always recommended 

phenomenon than foresight. 
Although eight years short time 
record social change and progress, 
make few comparisons between the 
year 1947, when the California Con- 
ference Local Health Officers was 
organized, and the current year. The 
time available will not permit full 
review, have selected few items 
for comparison. 
The conference was organized 
San Francisco September 29, 1947, 
which time set rules and regu- 
lations was adopted and Dr. George 
Uhl, Dr. Stanford Farnsworth and 
Dr. John Sippy were elected presi- 
dent, vice president, and secretary, 
respectively. the original group 
organizing, full-time health officers 
oly are now members the con- 
ference local health officers. 

During this relatively short span 
eight years, vigorous progress has 
been made health Cali- 
fornia. All who are close 
daily responsibilities,. perhaps not 
what these eight years have 
wrought, have selected three areas 
personnel, health budgets 
and health facilities—for comparison. 


Population and Personnel 


That the population California 
and each its component govern- 


*Condensed from address the Cali- 
fornia Conference Local Health Offi- 
cers the fall meeting, December 
1955, Santa Ana. 

Uhl Los Angeles City Health Officer, 
Dr. Farnsworth was then Oakland City 
Health Officer but since 1951 has been 
with Latin America; and the 
late Dr. Sippy was health officer the 
San Joaquin Local Health District. 


1947 the California State Leg- 
islature passed the Public Health 
Assistance Act, providing state funds 
augment local appropriations for 
public health. This act contained 
provision for the creation Cali- 
fornia Conference Local Health 
Officers with which the State Board 
Public Health and the State De- 
partment Public Health “shall 
consult establishing standards 
provided this chapter,” and fur- 
ther that the president the con- 
ference, after consultation with the 
State Director Public Health, shall 
appoint, for the purpose advising 
with the director, such committees 
the conference “as may from time 
time necessary.” The act 
specified that the conference “shall 
consist all legally appointed local 
health officers the State.” 

this action the Legislature cre- 
ated new and unique pattern 
public health administration. The 
conference has since become im- 
portant force shaping public 
health California. Through its 
study committees and other adminis- 
trative liaison with the State Depart- 
ment Public Health, most the 
membership has become engaged 
year-round activities bring 
about better public health 
the people California. (The 
1956 study committees are listed 
elsewhere this issue.) 


mental jurisdictions are booming has 
never been. disputed. Department 
Finance estimates reveal 37.1 per- 
cent population increase from 


000 1946-47 12,595,000 
1954-55. During this same period, 
local budgeted positions have in- 
ereased 61.7 percent from 1,661 
2,687 and State Health Department 
personnel has increased from 650 
872, 34.1 percent increase. 

Not only has the actual number 
positions been but new dis- 
have been added many 
local departments. 1947, juris- 
dictions budgeted for health edu- 
eator. 1955, had one more 
budgeted positions. Eight years ago, 
health officer except Los Angeles 
County had medical social worker 
budgeted. Today, jurisdictions em- 
ploy total medical social 
workers. Nutrition public health 
discipline has been recognized six 
jurisdictions which employ nutri- 
tionists. 

Our personnel dedicated public 
health has not only kept abreast 
our zooming population, but actually 
grown larger proportion. Eight 
years ago, there was one local public 
health worker for every 5,530 Cali- 
fornians. This year there one for 
every 4,687. 

Budgets 

Budgets have gone also. 
1947, all local health departments 
California spent $5,463,431, 
average cents per capita. This 
year, we, local health officers, will 
spend $17,885,082, $1.42 per 
227 percent increase gross ex- 
penditure and 140 percent increase 
per capita expenditure. course, 
inflation for good part 
this but public health ex- 
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pansion and improved service are also 
reflected. 
Facilities 


The most tangible evidence the 
progress public health build- 
ings like this one *—not elegant, 
but functional—throughout the 
State. 

1947, only jurisdictions had 
percent better their health 
housing need met the rather unre- 
fined standards that time. Today, 
jurisdictions have over percent 
their need met (11 districts and 
cities counties) and several areas 
are still building. Here singular 
example the results close coop- 
eration between the conference and 
the Bureau Hospitals the State 
Department Public Health. 

The first Hill-Burton grant for 
health center was made 1949 
Fresno County for 20,500 square feet. 
Federal funds amounting $216,497 
were granted. 

Since 1949, not year has passed 
without allocation federal and 
state funds for health center con- 
struction, with total projects 
with 259,651 square feet esti- 
mated cost about $6,000,000. 

addition, health centers have 
been built Los Angeles City, Los 
Angeles County, Orange County, San 
Mateo County, San Bernardino 
County, Long Beach, and Napa 
County, and new secondary centers 
San Francisco, without Hill-Burton 
financial participation. 


Trained Administrators 


Although would easy dis- 
the advances cited the three 
fields merely result good times, 
free spending and prosperous econ- 
omy, personally feel that something 
much more fundamental indicated. 
think there real evidence avail- 
able that preventive medicine and 
public health are not only accepted 
the public, our local city coun- 
cils and boards supervisors, but 
that demand for continual improve- 
ment obvious the advances 
have made. also considered 
opinion that these advances have 
large part been due the fact that 
California has perhaps the best 


The conference met the new health cen- 
ter the Orange County Health Depart- 
ment. The center was dedicated that day 
(December 9th). 


trained corps administrative health 
officers with more Masters Public 
Health, Doctors Public Health, and 
Diplomats the American Board 
Preventive Medicine administra- 
tive posts the local level than any 
other state the Union. This caliber 
qualification and leadership cannot 
help but major factor the 
fundamental growth preventive 
medicine this State. almost goes 
without saying that with adequate 
financial support and good profes- 
sional leadership the head de- 
partment, the associated disciplines, 
such nursing, sanitation, labora- 
tory, statistics, medical social work, 
nutrition, also attract specialists 
high caliber. Further, not feel 
that the advances made over the past 
eight years represent frothy fancy 
additions our programs. sincerely 
feel that each advance made has been 
effort attack obvious public 
health problem the State the 
sure that public health 
California will continue progress 
the solution biosociological and 
medical problems this State. 


THE FORWARD LOOK 

feel that anyone who has the op- 
portunity and responsibility stew- 
ardship this organization for year 
would remiss failed point 
out the membership some the 
problems encountered. have six that 
I’d like call your attention and 
the attention the incoming ad- 
ministration. 


Conference Mechanics 

had some part setting the 
mechanism the Committee Ad- 
ministrative Practices and feel 
perfectly free criticize this mecha- 
nism. Under ordinary conditions, the 
plan the study committees com- 
pleting their work, reporting the 
and the formalizing pro- 
posed action for presentation the 
functions smoothly. The 
difficulty encountered this year that 
this mechanism does not lend itself 
emergency requirements. have had 
several serious emergency situations 
throughout the year which could not 
wait for the thorough but somewhat 
slow grinding the wheels the 


conference. Doctor Merrill and 
members the staff the State 
partment Public Health have 
every action include the confereng 
the thinking and the problem 
solving the State Department 
result, have had use the 
tive committee emergency call anj 
extent. Although, president the 
conference sincerely appreciate the 
willingness the State Department 
best opinion, feel that two- 
three-member hoc committee 
the four-member executive committe 
are too small reflect the thinking 
the health officers this State. 
addition, when decisions have 
made this level, our communica 
tions the remainder our 
leagues have not been adequate and 
many local health officers have had 
the feeling that the conference had 
not been consulted problems. The 
emergencies which arose, which come 
mind course, are those around 
legislation, the polio vaccination pro- 
gram, rabies and the request for 
opinion the sanitary problems 
the lettuce fields. 


would, therefore, like suggest 
the new administration that 
sideration given having the 
Committee Administrative 
tices hold least five six meetings, 
preferably every other month, rather 
than the present three meetings, and 
that matters emergent nature 
cleared with the Committee 
ministrative Practices with its 
members rather than the executive 
committee with its four 
This problem has been discussed with 
the State Department 
Health and date the State Depart- 
ment Finance has approved the 
rather modest expenses the 
tees the conference, and feel that 
more frequent meetings the 
—if the members feel they can spare 
the time—would considerable 
advantage expediting the work 
the conference and the State Depart 
ment Public Health. 


Study Committees 
Attendance some the study 
committees this year has fallen 
recently heard definition the 
communistic state which was place 
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where everything that not for- 
compulsory.’’ There should 
compulsion placed any mem- 
ber the conference attend com- 
mittee meetings. feel the chance 
participate the work this organ- 
should considered strictly 
privilege. probable that the 
reason for the poor attendance one 
two committees was the fact that 
your president made hasty appoint- 
ments, that is, appointments men 
committees which the individual 
health officer had little interest. 
Last year, effort get the 
mechanism the conference rolling, 
made appointments immediately 
after the Bakersfield meeting. This 
year, hoped that more time and 
planning can devoted committee 
appointments and that any you 
who have special interests will in- 
the State Division Local Health 
Service. 

The study committee structure 
the conference still remains one the 
basic methods accomplishment for 
the conference and continuing 
importance that have enthusiastic 
support and interest these commit- 
tee activities. 


Local Health Service Personnel 


third topic for the future far 
from new thought. This conference 
record over and over again 
support additional personnel for 
the Division Local Health Service. 
tabulation the 1955-56 Budget 
the State Department Health 
shows the 

Division Preventive Medical 


Division 1,453,957 
Division Environmental 

1,284,840 
Division 869,995 
Division Local Health 

81,817 
Division Dental Health__ 47,527 


Although all the local level 
appreciate and frequently seek the 
consultation the specialists the 
various bureaus the State Health 
Local Health Service that most health 
officers relate. quite obvious that 
with one division chief and three 
physician associates, there little 
for the Division Local 
Health Service provide much local 
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consultation, particularly view 
the fact that this division bears the 
major brunt all the administra- 
tive responsibility the conference 
and its committees. 


Although the members the con- 
ference have never been hesitant 
about expressing their opinions, feel 
that not within our province 
attempt dictate the State De- 
partment Public Health the 
disposition their budget. However, 
strongly feel that would have the 
complete support the members 
this conference recommending once 
again that the State Department 
Health seriously consider the 
desirability adding more field staff 
the Division Local Health 
Service. 


Liaison With Other Organizations 


fourth point which I’d like 
call the attention the conference 
the liaison the conference with 
other organizations with joint inter- 
ests. For period two years, 
have been attempting arrange 
meeting with the welfare directors. 
This year finally had one meeting 
the executive committee the con- 
ference and the Welfare Directors 
Association’s Health and Hospital 
Committee and the members the 
welfare directors’ committee ex- 
pressed interest the discussion 
joint health and social service 
problems. 


There more and more need for 
local health officers relate our 
directors county hospitals. 
this, have found avenues 
open because the fact that the 
hospital superintendents have 
particular organization. There 
hospital section the Western 
Hospital Association but this group 
joint problems with the con- 
ference. Any suggestions how 
relate more intimately the county 
hospital superintendents throughout 
the State, sure would grate- 
fully received the executive com- 
mittee this conference. 


There are many indications that the 
relationship the conference the 
California Association Boards 
Supervisors growing and strength- 
ening. This relationship should also 
nurtured and encouraged. 
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Those members the conference 
who are also members the Califor- 
nia League Cities have represented 
the conference well this organiza- 
tion. 

Since the organization this con- 
ference, our relationships with our in- 
dividual colleagues practice 
and with the California Medical Asso- 
ciation, and its constituent zounty 
societies, have been excellent. These 
relationships are essential preserve 
our effective functioning the field 
public health administration. 


Program Trends 


Those you who were fortunate 
enough attend the annual meeting 
the American Public Health Asso- 
ciation sure realize the emphasis 
which was placed the shift 
importance chronic diseases and 
mental diseases the modern 
health program. have had the 
State outstanding leadership these 
two fields from the State Department 
Public Health and number 
local health departments have insti- 
tuted least beginning programs 
these fields. 

would like emphasize here the 
fact that there public health chal- 
lenge diseases and mental 
health and that the public health ex- 
perts the Nation are recognizing 
and urging local health officers 
provision our program 
planning for these two services. 


Efficiency Studies 


And, finally, far the future 
concerned, word warning all 
administrative health officers. 
During the war, large corps men 
trained the field industrial engi- 
neering and efficiency engineering 
found profitable employment. Many 
these men, with both business and 
engineering backgrounds, have now 
joined companies which specialize 
administrative service various 
types. told that there are some 
400 such individuals groups 
porated California. 

feel that this tendency manage- 
ment specialists seek contracts with 
boards supervisors and county man- 
agers study health departments 
should reviewed this conference 
with some care. firmly 
that there administrative health 
officer the State who would not 
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glad submit his department any 
study which would lead more 
tive and more economical administra- 
tion. However, the part that worries 
the fact that there apparently 
fundamental fallacy the fact that 
men trained efficiency engineering 
and industry attempt evaluate 
service designed primarily for human- 
itarian and medical purposes. 
not believe that the time will ever 
come when we, health officers, and 
our staffs, health workers, will 
able the fact that our pro- 
grams must guided statistical 
time analysis rather than our profes- 
sional, subjective opinions gained over 
years experience administration. 
physicians, think all realize 
the that paramount 
quality medicine known clinical 
surgical judgment. This often 
the factor that separates great physi- 
cians from commonplace physicians. 
way thinking, this quality 
not measurable industrial engi- 
neering methods. harbor deep- 
seated fear that, health 
officers are mechanize our 
services, will sacrifice the very 
element which makes them valuable 
the people try serve. 


CONCLUSION 


Although not entirely due the 
conference, since the organization 
the conference, health 
fornia has made phenomenal strides 
supported financially, are better 
staffed with better trained people, 
and are housed health centers 
which testify the dignity and 
stature public health this State. 
However, our work not com- 
pleted and never will completed. 
New challenging problems come forth 
begging for solutions 
which have work out singly and 
jointly. must constantly interpret 
our philosophies, our thinking and 
our results the and other 
disciplines associated with and 
junct our specialty. must 
ever alert any threat which will 
any way destroy our prior accom- 
phies. 

There can question that the 
unity this conference well de- 
signed these needs. 
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1956 Study Committees Appointed Health Officers’ President 


Edward Lee Russell, M.D., 1956 President the California 
Local Health Officers, has announced the new study committees 
during the coming year. Chairmen the six standing and two hoe 
mittees are members the Conference’s Committee 


Practices. 


The committee list, noting the health jurisdiction the health 


follows: 


COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP—1956 


Executive Committee 

Edward Lee Russell, M.D., President, 
Orange 

Ellis Sox, M.D., Vice President, San 
Francisco 

Merle Cosand, M.D., Secretary, San Ber- 
nardino 


Committee Administrative Practices 
Herbert Bauer, M.D., Chairman, Yolo 
Carolyn Albrecht, M.D., Marin 
Harold Chope, M.D., San Mateo 
Garold Faber, M.D., Butte 

Russell Ferguson, M.D., Santa Cruz 
David Frost, M.D., City Alameda 

Roy Gilbert, M.D., Los Angeles County 
Helen Hart, M.D., City Santa Barbara 
James M.D., Alameda County 
Austin Matthis, M.D., Imperial 
Robert Monlux, M.D., Fresno 

Emil Palmquist, M.D., Berkeley 

Elwyn Turner, M.D., Santa Clara 
George Uhl, M.D., City Los Angeles 


Study Committee Communicable 
Disease and Laboratories 

Carolyn Albrecht, M.D., Chairman, Marin 
Elmer Bingham, M.D., San Joaquin 
Frank Brewer, M.D., Merced 
Calvert Emmons, M.D., Ontario 
Myron Husband, M.D., Monterey 
Litwack, M.D., Long Beach 
William McKnight, M.D., Plumas 
Wilber Menke, Jr., M.D., Pasadena 
Norman Nichols, M.D., Mariposa 
Rachel Sandrock, M.D., Shasta 


Study Committee Environmental 

Sanitation 

Austin Matthis, M.D., Chairman, Im- 
perial 

Blumhagen, M.D., Madera 

Henry Bockrath, M.D., City San Ber- 
nardino 

William Buss, M.D., Kern 

Garold Faber, M.D., Butte 

Myron Husband, M.D., Monterey 

Mr. Mark Landquist, Modesto 

Ruth Moldenhauer, M.D., Placer 

Hubert Swartout, M.D., San Luis Obispo 

Lester McLean, M.D., Humboldt-Del 
Norte 


Hoc Committee Legislative Policy 

James M.D., Chairman, Ala- 
meda County 

Askew, M.D., San Diego 

Harold Chope, M.D., San Mateo 

Emil Palmquist, M.D., Berkeley 

George Uhl, M.D., City Los Angeles 


Hoc Disaster Committee 

Russell Ferguson, M.D., Chairman, Santa 
Cruz 

Elmo Alexander, M.D., Tulare 


Garold Faber, M.D., Butte 

Roy Gilbert, M.D., Los Angeles 
Robert Monlux, M.D., Fresno 
Rachel Sandrock, M.D., Shasta 
Edith Young, M.D., Sutter-Yuba 
Samuel Lamb, M.D., Siskiyou 


Hoc Committee Subdivisions 

Robert Westphal, M.D., Chairman, 
noma 

Askew, M.D., San Diego 

Henrik Blum, M.D., Contra Costa 

Kroeger, M.D., Mendocino 


Study Committee General Health 

Helen Hart, M.D., Chairman, City 
Barbara 

Dwight Bissell, M.D., San Jose 

Henrik Blum, M.D., Contra Costa 

Ira Church, M.D., Sacramento 

Victor Hough, M.D., Inyo 

Henry Mello, M.D., Solano 

Wilber Menke, Jr., M.D., Pasadena 

Jack Nichols, Mono 

Everett Stone, M.D., Riverside 

Robert Westphal, M.D., Sonoma 

Edith Young, M.D., Sutter-Yuba 

Litwack, D., Long Beach 


Study Committee Health Facilities 

Elwyn Turner, M.D., Chairman, Santa 
Clara 

Elmo Alexander, M.D., Tulare 

Russell Ferguson, M.D., Santa Cruz 

Hand, M.D., Alpine 

Angus McKinnon, M.D., Dorado 

Joseph Nardo, M.D., Santa Barban 
County 

Edward Pinckney, M.D., Napa 

George Uhl, M.D., City Los Angeles 


Study Committee Special Health Services 

David Frost, M.D., Chairman, City 
meda 

Askew, M.D., San Diego 

Henrik Blum, M.D., Contra Costa 

Russell Ferguson, M.D., Santa Cruz 

Mary Elizabeth Garthwaite, M.D., Oakland 

Roy Gilbert, M.D., Los Angeles County 

Irena Heindl, M.D., Stanislaus 

Carl Sutton, D.O., Sierra 

Donald Upp, M.D., Kings 


Study Committee Records and Reports 
Robert Monlux, M.D., Chairman, 
Elmer Bingham, M.D., San Joaquin 

Anthon Dahlsrud, M.D., Colusa 

Frank Gallison, M.D., Ventura 

Roswell Hull, M.D., San Benito 

Kroeger, M.D., Mendocino 

Rachel Sandrock, M.D., Shasta 

Everett Stone, M.D., Riverside 


Public Health Positions 


fresno County 

Public Health Analyst: Salary range, 
$341-$426. Applications received until further 
notice. This fill position vacant 
the Fresno County Health Depart- 
ment. For further information write Fresno 
County Civil Service Commission, Hall 
Records, Fresno 21. 


Angeles City 

Sanitarians: Salary range, $355-440. Ap- 
plicants must have registration as, 
eligible for, sanitarian California. 

Public Health Nurse: Salary range, $355- 
$440. Registration Public Health Nurse 
California required. 

Public Health Salary 
range, $319-$395. Requires certificate issued 
State. 

Nutritionist: Salary range, $355-$440. 
Graduation from college university with 
specialization dietetics nutrition and 
completion one-year dietetic interneship 
one year graduate study dietetics 
nutrition. Professional experience may 
substituted year for year basis for re- 
quired education. 

For further information regarding the Los 
Angeles positions write George Uhl, M.D., 
Health Officer, Los Angeles City Health De- 
partment, 111 First Street, Los An- 
geles 12. 


Pasadena 

Public Health Nurse: Salary range, $362- 
$441. Requires possession valid cer- 
nurse California. Write Personnel Depart- 
ment, City Hall, Pasadena. 


San Diego County 

Dentist: Salary range, $647-$679. Full- 
time civil service position working with 
school children mobile dental unit. Write 
San Diego County Civil Service, Room 402, 
Civie Center, San Diego. 

Barbara 

State California 

Associate Sanitary Salary 
range, $530-$644. This position with the 
Accident Prevention Study Group the 
Division Environmental Sanitation, State 
Department Public Health. This one 
six professional positions representing vari- 
ous disciplines health and safety whose 
purpose explore the possibilities re- 
ducing morbidity and mortality resulting 
from accidental causes the home and re- 
lated areas. For further information write 
Division Environmental Sanitation, State 
Department Public Health, 2151 Berkeley 
Way, Berkeley 


Senior Sanitary Engineer Senior In- 
dustrial Hygiene Engineer: Salary range, 
$644-$782. One position open the new 
Bureau Air Sanitation. The engineer 
this position will have principal responsi- 
bility for engineering program the Bureau. 
Registration engineer California re- 
quired. 

Associate Industrial Hygiene Engineer, 
Associate Sanitary Engineer, Industrial Hy- 
giene Engineering Associate, Sanitary 
Engineering Associate: total three 


ervices 
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New Health and Safety Code 
Available From State Printer 


The new (1955) edition the 
Health and Safety Code now avail- 
able from the California State Print- 
ing Office, Seventh and Richards 
Boulevard, Sacramento. This edition, 
which includes all amendments the 
code through and 1955, may 
ordered price $4.50 per 
copy paper binding, ker- 
atol binding, plus sales tax. The State 
Department Public Health does not 
have copies for distribution. 


Epidemiology Course for Nurses 
Offered Center, Atlanta 


course epidemiology for nurses 
will conducted the Com- 
municable Disease Center Atlanta, 
Georgia, from May through May 
26, 1956. principles, 
the role the laboratory epidemi- 
ology, and the application practical 
statistical methods the problems 
field epidemiology will considered 
through the study current major 
communicable diseases. Principles 
which nursing care communicable 
diseases based are included. Fol- 
lowing the three-week period in- 
struction, practice the field ap- 
plying these principles under the 
guidance the communicable disease 
nursing consultant may available 
limited number students. 

Communicable disease nursing con- 
sultants, public health nursing super- 
visors, educational directors, qualified 
public health staff nurses, and 
tors schools nursing are eligible 
for admission the course. 

Requests for further information 
the course and application forms 
should made the Chief, Bureau 
Public Health Nursing, California 
State Department Health. 
The closing date for the submission 
applications April 1956. 


positions are open any the above 
classifications. Salary range for associate 
engineers, $530-$644; for engineering asso- 
ciates, $505-$613. Registration engineer 
California required for the associate en- 
gineers. required for 
engineering associate positions. These jobs 
are permanent positions and will filled 
temporary appointments pending civil 
service examinations. For further informa- 
tion contact Bureau Air Sanitation, State 
Department Health, 2151 Berkeley 
Way, Berkeley 
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Epidemiology Heart Disease 
Studied New Projects 


Contracts totalling $15,000 for four 
new projects the program the 
California State Department Public 
Health for the epidemiological inves- 
tigation heart disease have been 
received from the Health 
Service. 

The first project will follow-up 
coronary heart disease cases de- 
tected the California Health Sur- 
vey 1954-55. will the 
verification diagnostic information 
supplied householders during the 
survey, and description the social 
impact this condition upon the in- 
dividual and family. The information 
available will also permit the testing 
certain ideas now current about the 
heart disease. 

The second investigation will de- 
termine the frequency deaths from 
different types heart disease 
group approximately 4,000 persons 
who were given screening 
examinations 1951 order 
learn which test best indi- 
impending heart disease. This 
project entails the continued study 
selected population over period 
years. 

study the geographie distri- 
bution cardiovascular deaths 
census tract residence the third 
project. The census tracts are classi- 
fied sociologic indices. 
Areas with greater fewer deaths 
than expected will examined for 
elues the pattern life which 
leads heart disease. 

The final project part con- 
tinuing study deaths from heart 
disease among persons screened the 
Los Angeles mass chest X-ray survey 
1950. The current phase this 
work determine the mortality ex- 
perience, especially from 
lar diseases, women who had X-rays 
with abnormal heart findings that 
year. 

The projects will out 
the staff the Bureau 
Disease. The project staff will include 
social research technician and clerk. 
Supervision and medical consultation 
will provided the staff the 
bureau’s recently established Chronic 
Disease Epidemiology Center. 


Services 
Santa 

orts 


Prevention Juvenile Delinquency 
Topic Town Meetings 


Californians are making concerted 
and determined effort deal with the 
problem juvenile delinquency, even 
though 1954 figures show that there 
was actual decrease the measur- 
able aspects delinquency the 
youth California. All over the State 
meetings’’ for prevention 
delinquency are being planned. 

These community meetings were 
given impetus Governor Knight 
when sent letters April may- 
ors all incorporated cities and 
chairmen all boards supervisors. 
requested each them ‘‘to call 
together old-fashioned town 
meeting the interested agencies, or- 
ganizations and individuals your 
community evaluate existing facili- 
ties and programs and study the 
local aspects delinquency and de- 

The California Youth Authority 
has prepared two brochures help 
communities plan their meetings, and 
are receiving requests from all parts 
the State. 

Because public health workers have 
important contributions make 
their communities’ planning for pre- 
vention delinquency, the State De- 
partment Public Health recently 
sent copies the Youth Authority’s 
brochures all local health officers 
the State, along with other signifi- 
cant material. accompanying 
letter, Dr. Merrill, State 
Director Public Health, expressed 
the hope that ‘‘health departments 
will take active part the plan- 
ning and participating the town 
hall meetings their 

Included was article the Sep- 
tember-October issue Children, 
publication the Children’s Bureau, 
entitled, ‘‘Delinquency Prevention— 
Health Worker’s Job, Too.’’ This 
article was written Dr. Reginald 
Lourie, Director, Department Psy- 
chiatry, Children’s Hospital, Wash- 
ington, Dr. Lourie says, 
the common sense doctors, 
nurses, and others the health field 
were added that supplied the 
legal, law-enforcement, welfare, socio- 
logical, educational, and law-making 
facets the community perhaps the 
efforts [toward prevention juvenile 
delinquency] would have 
chance working. The health field 
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has body information, particu- 
larly about the interaction be- 
tween the body, mind, and environ- 
ment, that can bring all common-sense 
approaches delinquency closer 
realities. The sharing informa- 
tion health personnel with welfare, 
school, and law-enforcement agencies 
also important factor allow- 
ing these agencies proceed 
enlightened manner with children 
trouble.’’ 


The Children’s Bureau called con- 
ference May for the purpose de- 
termining what health services could 
contribute the prevention and 
treatment dissocial behavior 
children. 


was attended two staff mem- 
bers the Bureau Maternal and 
Child Health the State Department 
Public Health. Other conferences 
juvenile delinquency have been 
sponsored the Children’s Bureau 
past years, but these called together 
people interested the legal aspects 
the problem. The 1955 conference 
was the first attention the 
relationship health services the 
possible prevention juvenile delin- 
quency. Proceedings the conference 
together with their recommendations 
for future plans action and study 
will published the Children’s 
Bureau the near future. 


Meanwhile, planning for town 
meetings for delinquency prevention 
going all over California with 
great variety pattern the plan- 
ning various communities. some 
counties the Conference Mayors 
working with the board supervi- 
sors give complete coverage all 
sections the county. other coun- 
ties the coordinating councils and the 
community welfare councils are tak- 
ing leadership planning for ex- 
tensive program that will involve 
large number citizens. some com- 
munities that have Citizen’s Com- 
mittee Youth Problems that com- 
mittee has taken general leadership. 


This attack the problem recog- 
nizes that prevention and control 
delinquency must pursued primar- 
fective. Constant community vigilance 
keep the problem within bounds, 
but will take concerted community 
action and continuous community 
make further progress 
the prevention delinquency. 


Rise Absenteeism Rate Shown 
Study Smog Effects 


Reports from medical and nursing 
services Los Angeles 
plants employing several 
persons indicate that some 
rise the number employees who 
leave their work seek care for eye 
irritation and other complaints. 

This one several studies being 
conducted the department 
termine the effects air pollution 
upon health. 
the effect smog the health 
workers will forthcoming the 
study progresses. 

Under observation another study 
are 3,500 persons frail health 
determine whether smog periods 
sult greater number deaths 
admissions hospitals than occur 
other days. During this fall 
effect was noted although the 
sive heat wave which struck 
Angeles early September did cause 
sharp increase deaths among this 
group. 

Investigations are also underway 
learn the effect air pollution 
the health status persons who 
ready are suffering severe 
disease the lungs. These studies 
include weekly checks the condition 
the illness these persons, and 
some laboratory investigations lung 
function such persons—in relation 
the presence absence smog. 

these and other endeavors, 
operative relationships have been 
tablished with the Los Angeles County 
Medical Association’s Committee 
Air Pollution, and the Scientific 
visory Committee the Los Angeles 
County Air Pollution Control 
trict. 

The findings and recommendations 
each town meeting delinquency 
prevention are submitted the 
Governor preparation for 
wide conference held April, 
1956. These reports and 
tions will serve framework for 
this Governor’s Conference, will 
vide the springboard for discussions 
that meeting, and will used 
develop master plan for improve 
fornia. 
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Border Public Health Association 
Mexicali-Calexico April 13-16 


The 14th annual meeting the 
Border Public Health 
Mexicali, Baja California, and Calex- 
California, April 13th-16th. The 
theme this year will ‘‘Public 
Health Border Agricultural Areas’’ 
and the program will provide time 
for tours problem areas both 
sides the border Calexico and 
Mexicali. 

For the first general session the 
coming meeting speakers are being in- 
who will discuss the background 
and problems various phases the 
main theme the medical-social aspect, 
sanitation problems, and the problems 
involved providing health services. 
Sections their meetings will then 
the over-all theme con- 
their disciplines: Sanitation, 
Maternal and Child Health, Tubercu- 
losis, Venereal Disease, Veterinary 
Public Health, Nursing, ete. The sec- 
tions have cochairmen, one from each 
side the border. 

Many Californians public health 
and related work are members this 
association and participate the 
annual meetings which alternate be- 
tween the United States and Mexico. 
The association was organized 1943 
and through its bilateral approach 
has contributed immeasurably the 
solution problems associated with 
the common frontier. 

Border Public Health Association 
open anyone interested the 
public health problems the border 
states. Active membership per 
year. Further information regarding 
membership attendance the 
coming meeting may obtained 
writing Sidney Clark, 
S.-Mexico Border Public 
Health Association, 243 Court 
House, Paso, Texas. 


channel public health en- 
deavor ever permanently aban- 
doned. Some are plied less vigorously 
come within sight our des- 
tination. But they can never closed 
Palmer Dearing, M.D., 
Deputy Surgeon General, Public 
Health Service. From Connecticut 
Bulletin, December, 1955, pp. 


SPECIAL CENSUS RELEASES 


Special Censuses Califor- 
nia Cities, Series P-28 Alameda 
County: Livermore (854) Fres- 
County: Kerman (833); 
Kern County: Shafter (833), 
Tehachapi (853), Wasco (833) 
Los Angeles County: Glendora 
(833), Torrance (847) Merced 
County: Merced (849); Mont- 
erey County: Greenfield (853), 
Soledad (853) Orange County: 
Fullerton (855), Leguna Beach 
(853), Placentia (833), San 
Clemente (853); Sacramento 


County: Sacramento (852) San 
Mateo County: Atherton (833) 
Santa Clara County: Sunnyvale 
(844) Stanislaus County: Ceres 


(853); Solano County: Suisun 
City (833). 

Estimates the Farm Pop- 
ulation the United States, 
April, 1954, Bu- 
reau the Census, Farm Pop- 
ulation September 1955, 
Series P-27, (20). 

Copies these releases may 
obtained from: Library, Bu- 
reau Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce, United States De- 
partment Commerce 419 
Customs Building, 555 Battery 
Street, San Francisco, Calif., 
Room 450, South Broad- 
way, Los Angeles, Calif. 

ordering, specify series and num- 


ber as shown in parentheses. These 
numbers are not population figures. 


Low Cost Exhibit Booklet 


limited number copies the 
Low-Cost Exhibit Booklet produced 
last year the Committee Low- 
Cost Exhibits, Public Health Educa- 
tion Section, APHA, are still avail- 
able. They may obtained for 
each (plus cents for mailing) from 
Ben Kiningham, Jr., Chairman, 
Low-Cost Exhibit Committee, APHA, 
Illinois Tuberculosis Associa- 
tion, 730 South Sixth Street, Spring- 
field, 


The booklet contains nearly 100 
photographs actual exhibits, most 
them the low-cost category. Sev- 
eral articles deal with materials, pro- 
duction and use exhibits. 
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Reasons for Lack Prenatal Care 
Are Being Sought Survey 


The reasons for lack prenatal 
eare are being sought several local 
studies, notably Alameda, Los 
Angeles and San Bernardino Coun- 
ties, and state-wide survey the 
quantity, quality and eligibility re- 
quirements prenatal clinics being 
operated county hospitals and local 
health departments. 


The survey was launched after 
was learned that while prematurity 
has long been recognized major 
cause death and hospitalization 
infaney, attention most the 
Country has been focused improv- 
ing care premature infants after 
birth rather than preventing pre- 
mature delivery. 


1952 the State Department 
Public Health took national leader- 
ship examining the preventability 
premature birth itself two re- 
gional conferences. was agreed that 
although our knowledge the cause 
onset labor was inadequate, cer- 
tain conditions associated with the 
high incidence premature birth 
eare during the prenatal period. 


The mothers who have the highest 
incidence prematurity and the least 
amount prenatal care, was 
learned, are the group delivered 
hospitals (about percent 
all California births). 


The survey being conducted 
department staff through personal in- 
terviews with representatives from 
each county hospital and health de- 
partment. The results will studied 
the state coordinated effort im- 
prove both the quantity and quality 
this prenatal care and thereby 
prevent considerable amount both 
death and hospitalization prema- 
ture infants, well many other 
pregnancy now re- 
quiring treatment county hospitals. 


The Census Bureau finds that 
percent all persons over one year 
old, April, 1955, were living 
different house from the one they 
lived year previously. Roughly 
one-half all migrants move from 
one state Life, 
January, 1956 
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Functions Affiliated Societies 


Functions and Services for the 
Strengthening Affiliated Societies 
and Branches’’ has been appointed 
Dr. Ira Hiscock, President the 
American Health Association, 
with Dr. Maleolm Merrill, Cali- 
fornia State Director 
Health, chairman. The 
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seven-member committee, representa- 
tive regional and local groups, 
held its first meeting New York 
February 13th study ways and 
means strengthen the affiliates and 
the parent association, and advise 
the executive board with 
regard specific things which might 
done. 

California has two affiliates the 
A., the Northern California 
Public Health Association and the 


Review Reported Communicable Diseases Morbidity Month Report 
January, 1956 


DISEASES WITH INCIDENCE EXCEEDING THE FIVE-YEAR MEDIAN 


Jan. Five-year 
Diseases 1956 1955 1954 median 
Hepatitis, infectious, including serum 182 153 183 115 
DISEASES BELOW THE FIVE-YEAR MEDIAN 
Jan Jan. Five-year 
Diseases 1956 1955 1954 median 
Strep. infections, including scarlet 840 941 941 
VENEREAL DISEASES 
Jan Jan. Five-year 
Diseases 1956 1955 1954 median 


* Since July 1, 1955, active primary (including cavitary) and disseminated coccidioidomycosis cases reportable. 


® Median not calculated. 


printed in CALIFORNIA STATE PRINTING OFFICE 


Southern California Public 
Association. Many Californians 
belong the Western Branch, 
states, Hawaii and Alaska. 


Beginning with the 
losis Society Philadelphia 
over 20,000 voluntary health 
have come into being, supported 
millions persons and serving 


the urban population the 
there are now only males for 
100 females, according the 
Bureau, while the farm 
has 108 males every 100 
Family Life, January, 1956 


GOODWIN KNIGHT, Governor 


MALCOLM MERRILL, M.D., 
State Director Public Health 


STATE BOARD PUBLIC HEALTH 


CHARLES SMITH, M.D., President 
San Francisco 
MRS. BEVIL, Vice President 
Sacramento 
ELMER BELT, M.D. 
Los Angeles 
HARRY HENDERSON, M.D. 
Santa Barbara 
ERROL KING, D.O. 
Riverside 
SAMUEL McCLENDON, M.D. 
San Diego 
SANFORD MOOSE, D.D.S. 
San Francisco 


FRANCIS WALSH 
Los Angeles 
MALCOLM MERRILL, M.D. 
Executive Officer 
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Entered second-class matter Jan. 25, 
the Post Office Berkeley, California, 
under the Act Aug. 24, 1912. 
for mailing the special rate 
in Section 1103, Act of Oct. 3, 1917. 
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